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Indian Agriculture
a Science, Art & the Commerce of ours'
since Time immemorial
India ranks second worldwide in farm output. Over
65% of population is directly and indirectly dependent
on agriculture. Agriculture and allied sectors
including Animal Husbandry, Forestry and Fisheries
account for less than 15% of the GDP (gross
domestic product) and comprising about 50% of the
workforce. The contribution of agriculture to India's
GDP is steadily declining. Between 1970 and 2011,
the GDP share of agriculture has fallen from 43% to
16%. This is largely because of the rapid growth in
service, and manufacturing sectors.

India is the world's largest producer of many fresh fruits and
vegetables, milk, major spices, select fibre crop - jute, millets and
seed. India is also the second largest producer of wheat and
rice. India is the world's third largest producer of several dry fruits,
agriculture-based textile raw materials, roots and tuber crops,
pulses, farmed fish, eggs, coconut, sugarcane and numerous
vegetables. India ranked in the world's five largest producers of
over 80% of agricultural produce items, including many cash
crops such as coffee and cotton. India is also one of the world's
five largest producers of livestock and poultry meat. Crop yields
for some farms in India are within 90% of the best achieved
yields by farms in developed countries. Tamil Nadu achieved
highest yields in rice and sugarcane, Haryana in wheat and
coarse grains, Karnataka in cotton, Bihar in pulses, while other
states do well in horticulture, aquaculture, flower and fruit
plantations. These differences in agricultural productivity are a
function of local infrastructure, soil fertility, micro-climate, local
resources, farmer knowledge and innovations.

Although India has attained self-sufficiency in food
grain production, the productivity of its farms is very
low. Indian wheat farms, for example, produce about a
third of the wheat per hectare per year compared to
farms in France.
The low productivity in India is a result of the following
factors:
• The average size of land holdings is very small (less
than 2 hectares) and is subject to fragmentation due
to land ceiling acts, and in some cases, family
disputes.
• Adoption of modern agricultural practices and use of
technology is inadequate, hampered by ignorance of
such practices, high costs and impracticality in the
case of small land holdings.
• Allocation of water is inefficient, unsustainable and
inequitable. Irrigation facilities are inadequate;
• Illiteracy, general socio-economic backwardness,
slow progress in implementing land reforms and
inadequate or inefficient finance and marketing
services for farm produce are also some of the factors
for low productivity and profitability.

Crop failure and inability of farmers to repay
loans have resulted in farmers suicide. The
National Crime Records Bureau of India
reported 13,754 farmer suicides. Farmer
suicides account for 11.2% of all suicides in
India. Activists and scholars have offered a
number of conflicting reasons for farmer
suicides, such as monsoon failure, high debt
burdens, genetically modified crops, government
policies, public mental health, personal issues
and family problems.
The government of India has taken some initiatives to provide relief to farmers by introducing
various schemes prominent among them are soil health card, Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima
Yojna, Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojna, National Horticulture Mission etc.
Indian National Policy for Farmers suggested that, land with low farming yields or that was
not farmable should be earmarked for non-agricultural purposes such as construction,
industrial parks and other commercial development.
IFFCO Kisan Sanchar Limited has a mission of empowering farmers by providing technical
know how on the topics of relevance which can help them in taking appropriate decision to
adopt the high yielding cultivation practices and save crop damage from wealth and market
risk. There is lot of potential to enhance farm income and Government of India has planned
for doubling the farm income by 2022.
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65%-70%
Indians depend on
agriculture for their
livelihood

16%

of India's GDP was
accounted by
agriculture
in 2016

However though
we rank top in the world for
agriculture, we accord for
only

7%

of the world's
cultivable land.

10%
of World's fruits
are produced
by India

5%
of premium
for commercial
crops is the
Farmer's share

52.92%
of total land in
India has a
potential for
agriculture

644
1,52,834*

Kisan Clubs
have been setup
by us till date

Helpline Queries
were answered
by us

3,31,00,000
KCC calls were
answered by us
till date

SPOTLIGHT

2,59,00,000

647 *
Quiz programs
have been
conducted

79,658 *
Voice Messages
have been
given by us

is the total KKMS calls
answered
by us
till date

* Apr, 2016 - March, 2017

FEATURE STORY:
URBAN
GREENS

A website and an app
were launched 8 months
ago to assist people in
Urban areas

Started as a hobby,
not a business by
IKSL in 2016

IFFCO Kisan Urban
Greens is a customized
mobile app for all
gardening enthusiasts
or the Urban
Kisans offering DIY
gardening solutions.
Growing plants is no
more restricted to
farmlands, Thanks to
Urban Greens!

With zero marketing
we have reached
more than
15000 app downloads

The aim was to
leverage IKSL's
expertise for urban
areas

The next step now is to launch
as an E-Commerce platform.
A one stop shop for gardening
solutions for the Urban
customers

URBAN GREENS
MOBILE
FEATURES

List of nurseries, geotagged, to track easily

Identify and find
plant by categories

New Initiative for Organic
Farming

10000+ people seeking
advice from our
horticulture expert

Plant and flower
identification made easy
Share your experiences,
suggestions, progress
and expertise

